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UPDATE FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

 

1. RESERVE PROCLAMATION 

 

I had a very positive meeting in Pretoria on Monday 7 August 2000 in the office of  

Ms Khungeka Njobe, Chief Director, Biodiversity and Heritage.  Christelle du Preez 

reported on progress since she was given responsibility for carrying the process forward 

in May 2000. 

 

She circulated the draft management plan (drawn up by Dave Edge and colleagues) 

internally at DEAT for comment, as well as to some external referees.  Apparently all 

comments are now back, except those awaited from Dr Kas Hamman of Cape Nature 

Conservation, who had told Christelle that he would respond within the next few days. 

 

When all comments are in, Christelle will send them to me, and with the help of my 

colleagues at the EWT I will revise the management plan, circulate it to the Management 

Committee Chairman, Rhett Hiseman for local discussion and comment, then return the 

final document to DEAT.  When they have had a final check their legal people will be 

asked to implement the proclamation through the correct channels. 

 

It seems as if all the efforts by various people to push the DEAT are finally showing 

some success.  The SA IUCN committee also wrote to Minister Moosa about the matter, 

and received a positive response from him. 

 

 

2. OUTSTANDING RATES ON BRENTON BLUE TRUST ERF CANCELLED 

 

More good news is that the Brenton Local Council has advised me of its decision to write 

off the R13 406:65 owed for the 1996-2000 rates and service levies owed on the stand 

(Erf 442) owned by the Brenton Blue Trust.  The same will probably apply to the 

2000/2001 amounts owing.  We thank the Brenton Local Council for its support. 

 

3. REGISTRATION OF THE BRENTON BLUE TRUST AS A NONPROFIT 

ORGANISATION 

 

We have submitted the documentation to have the Brenton Blue Trust registered as a 

Nonprofit Organisation in terms of the new legisation.  Based on experience with the 

EWT, we anticipate that we will be required to amend our Deed of Trust to include the 



word nonprofit in the clause which says that assets of the Brenton Blue Trust, if wound 

up, would be handed over to an organisation with similar aims and objectives to the 

Brenton Blue Trust. 

 

We will need to hold a Special General Meeting to amend the Trust Deed, but hopefully 

we can achieve our goals if we have proxies from the majority of the Trustees.  Pam 

Barrett will be in touch with Trustees shortly to implement what is necessary. 

 

4. RESEARCH BUDGET FOR 2000 

 

Dave Edge has submitted a proposed budget for work deemed important that would cost 

an estimated R45 000.  This would exhaust the reserves of the Brenton Blue Trust (which 

stand at about R32 000) in one blow, which we do not believe is prudent at this time 

when we are finding fund-raising extremely difficult. 

 

We need to carefully consider the research priorities for the Brenton Blue Butterfly, and 

craft a sustainable budget that could achieve our objectives in a reasonable time.  I would 

suggest the Brenton Blue Trust then approaches the Green Trust with a 50/50 funding 

proposal to conduct the programme over three years.  I will be in touch with Dave and the 

Management Committee to explore this idea. 

 

Best wishes 

 

 

 

 

DR JOHN A LEDGER 

CHAIRMAN  

 

 

 


